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In autumn 2026, Centre Pompidou and the Centre des  
Monuments Nationaux (CMN) will present "Vies minuscules" 
(Small Lives) at the Pantheon. The CMN will thus join the Constel-
lation program by hosting this multidisciplinary exhibition. The 
title is taken from the 1984 novel by Pierre Michon, which brings 
together eight portraits of strangers, distant relatives or fleeting 
encounters, from which he weaves his own biography. By shining 
a spotlight on these existences that would otherwise be lost to 
the sands of time, Michon pays poetic tribute to them.

Inside a monument dedicated to the great women and men of the 
nation, “Vies minuscules” returns to this guiding theme and 
examines how art has created space for the lives relegated to the 
margins of history books, testifying to their role, however 
infinitesimal, intimate or ignoble, and creating awe-inspiring or 
delicate mausoleums to their fragile memory. By exploring the 
forgotten lives that artists have taken as their subject, it offers a 
new interpretation of history, one that considers “the power and 
authority of the archive and the limits it sets on what can be 
known”, in the words of historian Saidiya Hartman.

The “Vies minuscules” exhibition draws from the Centre  
Pompidou collections and will occupy the entire nave of the Pan-
theon, presenting a selection of works by some 30 artists and 
spanning more than a century of creation, from František Kupka 
to Jumana Manna. Among them, most notably, are  
Christian Boltanski, with an installation, Monument (1986);  
Mathieu Pernot and his photobooth series (1995-1997); Teo 
Hernández with two films, Gabriel and André Robillard, Michel 
Nedjar (1985), and Clarisse Hahn with a sculpture titled Pierre 
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Live performances

Because the focus on overlooked lives runs through all modern and 
contemporary artistic practices, a series of live performances has 
been created to accompany the exhibition, from literature to music, 
theatre to dance, cinema to performance.

A 'Nuit minuscule' (Small night) will feature readings by actors and 
authors. La Nòvia, a collective based in Haute-Loire that brings 
together professional musicians around traditional and/or 
experimental music, will offer musical experiences with Les 
Violoneuses, SAND and Jacques Puech.

Author and director Sébastien Kheroufi will present Les Enfants 
de la patrie (Children of the Motherland), a play imagined as an 
epilogue to his new work, La mort du Môme (The Death of the 
Kid), which will be presented at Théâtre de la Colline in November 
2026, co-produced by Centre Pompidou and Festival d’Automne.

Artist Adrianna Wallis will take up position next to her work, for a 
reading of some of the letters by her and readers with whom she 
regularly works.

As part of the retrospective devoted to Alain Gomis at mk2 
Bibliothèque × Centre Pompidou, the filmmaker has been invited 
to choose and present a selection of films in cinemas near the 
Pantheon, in connection with the exhibition.
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(Stone, 2015).

The works are arranged in three sections :
	 Big and small: a modern concern
	 The infinitesimal, the intimate and the ignoble
	 From minuscule to monumental (and back again).

Exceptional loans and special creations

The exhibition also presents Les Lettres ordinaires (The Ordinary 
Letters) by Adrianna Wallis, who wondered what happened to 
letters that could not reach their recipients: letters of love, 
friendship, family stories, inner tumult, hope and questions.  
Since 2017, La Poste has sent boxes of lost mail to her rather than 
to the recycling facility, tens of thousands of letters from which the 
artist has produced a series of works.

Sara Favriau and Adela Součková have each created a specific 
work in dialogue with the Pantheon’s monumental architecture. 
In the north transept, Adela Součková unfurls a structure made 
from wood and painted fabric, in resonance with the monument’s 
allegories, designed like a counter-architecture. Through a maze 
of miniature bridges, Sara Favriau places the labour of  
“unskilled workers” and the materiality of work and small lives in 
the heart of the monument.

The nave of the Pantheon © Christian Gluckman – CMN
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